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SlNGAi’ORLﬂe youag farm-
i r in the tattrred nudervest
and faded Mime trousers led me
Gawn a BIOrOW ralzed path bee
tween shimmering fields  of
transplanted rice. Far acroas
the rolilag greea plale ross that
monntaia barrier of Hzechuan
whicrh the Japaneses had never
vratured to cross, This was the
rich and tranguil comntry of
seuthwest Chins,

The farmer paured and point-
of. “You see those two ponds
over there? Btocked with fish
fry. We shall have enough for
ourselves and to rpare for the
:market. And that field beyond
is for potatoes. They are & fine
secondary crop; and  what's
more we miake wine from them,
too.”

“You don't waste much” !
said, nodding to a large group
of young children working
quletly on a nearby patch.
“Waste!” The farmer looked
a me n umnem.; “Here,
corne and ass the pigs.” Al
a complex of sties, two bare
foot peasant giris were pitching
swill o gbout @ hunpdred sleek
sows and potikers

Just acrgss thg way were the
byres where hall a dozen men
wore washing dows the cows.
ilt was &all almost absurdly
iclean and orderly. We might
ihave been In-Switzeriand,

i At first glance, In fact this
i looked like & wellTun farm any-
; where in the world. But as ]
. walked round I began to notice
;dlﬂerencu. There was not just

one large homestead but scores
~of small pnes, revealing that
, thousands of peasants lived pnd
s worked on these gores, -

Boundarles Removed

! Al houndary markings had
ibetn removed snd the verges
ploughed up faor crops. There
!were no tractors, no signr of
i mechanization, hut in the fields
Ll saw teama of farmworkera, 40
;and 80 atrong—long lines of
roen and women patiently work
ing with their hands. The oniy
implemsants to be seen Were a

ploughs.
Some of the farmiteads were
being pulied down, while in the
|middie distance stood a gr
barrack of a place, jooking ke

few two-wheeled double-bladed Z©

Communal Farms

Red China’s Greatest Gamble

-

The Observer Service, Lomdon

with a rentral kitchen and gen
eral canteen which could mseat
500. Hehind each of s wany
doors was & new home for tani-
Hes moved from the doamed
cottages—~two diminutive earth.
floored roome.

For this war not just a farm,
but .an Agricultural Producery
Cooperative,

When the Chinese Commw
nists fArst took over, they con-
fiscated all land from the land
lords &nd redistributed It 'n
small parceis to the enthusiastic
peasants. By degrees, however,
the pessants were then forced
into  joulning cooperatives tn
which all members pocled botn
their land, for which they were
paid rent, and thelr labor, for
which they received plecework
pny.k Tzhe cocpegau}"e did all ftx
marketing and through
the Sutg wing &

By this yesr, these coopara-
tlves—to which 97 per cent of
peasant households are sald to
belong—had- become “advane-
ed? the mant recelved noth.
ing tor h

V'as otice again e paid laborer,
"directed by m cooperative com-
mlittee which he heiped elect
and only dignified by the
holding of one sbare In the
company, aa it were,

Single Veice Deowned

Today even thia last vestigial
stake is becoming meaningiess.
for the cooperatives themselves
are being grouped into large
“people’s compmmens”™ tn which
s single voice i3 drowned.

But the lisin 11 Cooperative
was also, I found, playing its
part in an even more important
drama: “MNow this question of
wastie,” the cooperative viced)-
rector rveiterated fArmly, “You
ses thome fields over there?
They're. experimental. From
what we have learned from
them we know we can get
two rice crops and one wheat
crop out of the same patch of
land every vear. But to 8o this
you have to waste nothing 1o
give_uu land sverything you've
t.

Iie pointed to about 30 wom-
en tearing out clumps of graas
and to others clearing weed

ay from a pond, their conlckl bam-

boo hats bobbing and dipping in

r

jard any more. He'

Tearmn”—ika 562 households of
the ccoperative are divided into
these leams whose Jeaders take
orders from  the committec—
“theyre collecting green man-
ure. We use everything we can
lay our hands on for fertilizer.
This vear we are gpreading
sbout thre. tons of it per acre,
tut te reach our new produe-
tion tirgets we reckon to put
down up to 400, even 500, tons
per acre next year."

Theie wans an awkward «lience
8s he sensed my diabellef und
we continued our tour, | remark-
! the sulid advantages the
cooperitive  bought for its
members from its profita—the
small tidy dispensary and clinte
sffed by three nurses; the
little primary schiool, and tho
meeting hall, .

Experimantal Figures

But, sipping hot water in the
cool, bLare office of the com-
mittee, my host and his col
leagues returned to their themea.
This year. wheat output on the
farm wouid reerch l.ww iha. pet
acre, but next vear it would be
25000 Ihe. per acre-—ncarly
thlrteen ti'nes a# much. The
Arst rice crop of 1858 had ylelded
3.500 Ins. per acre. The second
waould _\,leﬁl nearly 20,000 lbs.

Whea | querled these figurea
1 found they were based on the
vialds of the hilghly doused ex-
preimental acreage. The vies
director  meverthelege  ineisted
that compxrable increases n
production rould be achieved by
pioughing deeper, uing bettar
seode and more fertilizer and
bv planting so closeiv that 10
shioots would grow where one
grew today,

This was not fust an lsolated
case of excltedt figuring. The
nations! plunning of China
tweed o wach forecasts, Rut
cél the Chlnege repeat on a
natioRw ide srale anything llke
the output achisved on a few
thousand selected acres? And
will th~ sail stand up to su:n
treatment?! Or are the Com.
raaniats about to turm thelr
country into a dust-bowl?

Agricultural  experts agree
that modern sclence hax open-
# up the way for almost in-
credible lezpa In output, and

tonz: of wheat—=two million torn
more $han the United Stateg
70 per cent mare than last yeaf.
China also hes vast sxpanhses 3
land a< vet untilled in her of-
er provinces.

Poor Today. ..
But  the questlonaark o
mains. DBuoyed up by thelr

promised share of the prospe
ty these brilllant increases
productivity should bring, Cip
na's 500 million peaxants aye
poiting up with paverty toda}.
At the Hsin 1A Cooperative
learned that the workers the
selvesd were pald only abojt
ia0 household-—ur £15
head K\.fk‘md or money-—for tie
entire year of ifi7,

Further:nore, this grain ga
hlv is important in a far wids
context. 1t is of vital interest
the world that China ahould
able to finance her industrii
program with agricultural p
duce and still feed her grow:
population without being oblif-
ed to expand outwards.

Ir. 1988 the Chir~ss 1nsed
ed a family planning campay
and exhibitions of brutail
frank anatomical diagram
which 1 sew all over China gav
tha Impression that this w
bLeing sustained.

But the more, {n their ney
sggressive mood, the leaders 1p
Feking bosst of the puwer nof
presented by China's “a0) mi]
.lon and more” people, the nor
unconvinzing the birtli-contrq:
campalgn hecomesn,

“Malthus was wrong,™ a charnd
ing old lady told me in Peking
"An Increase in populatiai due
not lead to shortyges: om th
contrary it leadr to increa~~§
pracduction.”  The fact that shi
was direcior of the ruaternit|
vepartment of the Ministry o
Heslth, and therefore at th
center of the family plannin
campalign, tells itz own story.

Trdav about every one humay
in four {= a Chinese. In 230 veary
there may easlly be one bLhog
of them. Qne can oniy hep
thal Peking's dreamt of increas
od farming output does nnt tury
int¢ & nightmare, not oniv {n
China, but for the rest of th{
waotld,
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